[Stents in the treatment of supraaortic vessel stenosis].
We describe and discuss our experience of more than 500 endovascular procedures for revascularisation of acute or chronic occlusion and stenosis of supraaortic vessels using stents in 171 cases. Whereas endovascular treatment of the innominate, subclavian and vertebral arteries are routinely used in atherosclerotic occlusive lesions, carotid stenting is currently being investigated as an alternative treatment to carotid endarterectomy and seems to offer a less invasive, less traumatic and less cost expensive alternative to achieve the goal to prevent stroke. In a subgroup of high surgical risk patients carotid artery stenting with simultaneous embolic protection of the cerebral blood flow by filter systems was even superior to the endarterectomy-treated patients in a prospective, randomized multi-center study (SAPPHIRE): at 30-day follow up the major event rate for the stented group of 156 patients was 5.8% versus 12.6 for the 151 endarterectomy-treated patients.